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SM-76, Bashford Manor
St. Mary’s County
7.1 Description

Basford Manor, also referred to as “Bashford,” is a 17th century manor tract
which was surveyed and patented for Thomas Gerard on March 24, 1650. The
bounds of this patent began “on the south with the manor of Saint Clements formerly
granted unto and now in the possession of said Thomas Gerard, on the west with the
Wicomico River, on the north with a bay formerly called Chaptico Bay by now Bashford
Bay, on the east with a line drawn south east from a marked oak standing in a marsh
near the said bay called “Tapster's marsh” unto the first fountain of Tomakokin or “fresh
creek” running into St. Clement’s Bay containing and now laid out for 1500 acres more
or less.” (Tippett, Book B, p. 25) A resurvey of the property revealed it to contain 4000
acres.

Nothing remains of the early manor house which, according to Robert Pogue,
formerly stood near Chaptico Bay. The exact location of the house is unclear.

Sources:
Pogue, Robert E. T. Old Maryland Landmarks. Bushwood: n.p., 1972.

Tippett, Benjamin. Surveyor Log Books: Vol. B, 1860 - 1873. Copy held at the
St. Mary’s County Courthouse.
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